Wallaceburg Christian School Society - Board Policy Manual

Section: Vision Subsection:  Philosophy of Education
Subject: 203-Education Philosophy Effective: February 2007

Philosophy of Education

1. The basis of the Christian life is the absolute commitment to live a life of obedience to
God as he is revealed in the Scriptures and in Creation.

2. Scripture teaches the norms for Christian living in the area of education. Our “who are
we” statements reflect the school’s understanding of what scripture teaches pertaining to
education.

3. All educational philosophies are based on fundamental assumptions about human
nature. The key ones in our Christian tradition follow:

1. The Child

The primary institutions for the care of children and youth are the home, the church and the
school. All of these participate in the mission to promote the Kingdom of God within a specific
culture but each of these has a special, essential task as well:

a) The family nurtures the child as a human being in an environment of intimate love and
loyalty.

b) The church calls each person to a commitment to the true worship of God within the
fellowship of faithful believers of all ages and stations in life.

c) The school instructs the child in preparation for a life of service in society in an
environment with a love of literacy and respect for knowledge and wisdom.

2. Education

Learning in its various institutional dimensions (eg. 4-H, sports teams, church, school, etc.) in
the modern world serves to help persons become literate and informed about life and the world
but always in different contexts and for different purposes.

3. The School

a) Schooling is the formal, required, preparatory stage of education which provides the
skills, habits, knowledge, attitudes, and commitments necessary for continual learning.
The primary focus of the activities of the school is the intellectual development of the
child within a faith world-and-life view of the supporting Christian community for the
purpose of stimulating a Christian mind.

b) The school is a social institution that enhances and enriches human experience.
Therefore, we encourage positive social interaction both inside and outside of the
classroom.

c) The teacher is the authorized agent of the school society to direct the child's development in the
school. The authority of the teacher is based on both the legal endorsement to the community
(Board of Directors) and the existence of professional competence.



4. Social Balance

While the welfare and needs of each individual person are of vital significance to Christian
educators, these interests and needs must be balanced by two norms:

a) The school is not the only institution responsible for the child and therefore is not responsible for
the child's total welfare and development.

b) The command to love God requires that we hold God above all. Hence we encourage that an
individual’s aspirations and citizenship obligations be in harmony with that truth.

5. Pedagogical Principles

a)

b)

The student is a person whose primary task is learning and studying in accordance with
the official school curriculum.

The Goals and Programs of the school are determined by the Board of Directors as
representatives of the supporting community. The faculty is expected to implement these
in a specific curriculum in accordance with professional standards.

The word education can be used to denote the general process, either formal or
informal, by intentionally changing or attempting to influence a person's mind through
selected means of rational persuasion. Learning is a general and natural capacity in all
human beings to consciously change one or many internal states. It is not exclusively
related to education.

The basic distinction between nurture and instruction is very significant. The school is
characterized by its instructional (pedagogical) intent. The actual student outcomes are
important but not definitive of the school as an institution.

Teaching (instruction) is the authoritative development of the intellectual functions of the
child primarily through controlled, analytical reflection on human experience as mediated
through various subject areas and learning styles.

The curriculum embodies the image of the educated person. In today's instant, mass
society this ideal image should focus on the attitudes and competencies necessary for
conserving Christian cultural traditions.



